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Enacted 8/29/18

Twice Amended 8/29/18


Introduced by Council Member Gaffney and amended by the Neighborhoods, Community Services, Public Health and Safety Committee and amended on the Floor of Council:

ORDINANCE 2018-498-E
AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES; DECLARING THAT PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY REQUIRE THE ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 158, ORDINANCE CODE, TO KINDRED CARE EMS, LLC; WAIVING SECTION 158.203 (AVAILABILITY OF GROUND CERTIFICATES; CURRENT CERTIFICATE HOLDERS), ORDINANCE CODE, TO ISSUE A CERTIFICATE FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE TO KINDRED CARE EMS, LLC; PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATION FINDINGS OF AN ADDITIONAL NEED FOR ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE; AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF THE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT, OR DESIGNEE, TO ISSUE SAID CERTIFICATE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Background.
Chapter 158, Ordinance Code, requires that a person or entity engaging in prehospital emergency medical transportation service first secure a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (COPCN). There are currently five COPCNs in existence for private ambulance transportation. Three of the COPCNs are held by Ambulance Service Incorporated (ASI), Liberty Ambulance Service, and Century Ambulance Service; the other two COPCNs have been approved to be issued through Ordinances 2018-410-E and 2018-411-E. As a requirement of the Municipal Ordinance Code, the Director/Fire Chief advertised the two available COPCNs in the Jacksonville Daily Record for a period of 20 days in December of 2017. Three applications for the COPCNs were received and processed using a scoring matrix. The two top scoring applicants have been recommended for issuance of the COPCNs. Kindred Care EMS, LLC was the third scoring applicant; however, there is a current public need for issuance of a third COPCN to Kindred Care EMS, LLC. A copy of the COPCN Scoring Committee Results has been placed Revised On File with the Office of Legislative Services. 
Section 2.

Issuance of Certificate.  The Council finds that the public convenience and necessity require the issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for emergency medical transportation service to Kindred Care EMS, LLC to operate the vehicle(s) listed in its application for emergency medical transportation service. As a condition of the issuance of the COPCN, the company will sign an MOU agreeing to relocate additional resources from the company’s other operating areas to Jacksonville in the event of a declared emergency and to partner with JFRD to meet the imminent needs of the citizens of Jacksonville, including but not limited to hospital and nursing home evacuations, and response to 911 emergencies in collaboration with JFRD.

Section 3. 
Waiver of Section 158.203 (Availability of ground certificates; current certificate holders), Ordinance Code.  Section 158.203(b), Chapter 158 (Emergency and Nonemergency Medical Transportation Services), Ordinance Code, allows for one emergency medical transportation service certificate to be issued for every 200,000 people. There are currently three active certificates and legislation 2018-410-E and 2018-411-E approved two additional certificates. Section 158.203(b), Ordinance Code, is hereby waived to allow approval of the Kindred Care EMS, LLC application for the sixth certificate for emergency medical transportation service.

Section 4. 
Legislative finding of additional need for issuance of certificate.  The Council hereby makes a legislative finding that there is an additional need within the city for the issuance of a sixth certificate based on evidence presented that not all holders of the current five COPCN issued certificates intend to compete in the local Countywide marketplace.  Accordingly, the Council finds it appropriate to issue a certificate to Kindred Care EMS, LLC for the sixth certificate for emergency medical transportation service.

Section 5.

Directing the Director of the Fire and Rescue Department to issue certificate. The Director of the Fire and Rescue Department, or his designee, is hereby authorized to grant the certificate described in Section 1 hereof in accordance with Chapter 158, Ordinance Code.  


Section 6.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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